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IMMEDIATELY
SYMPOSIUM ON 'THE FOREST ACTS DILEMMA'
SET FOR THURSDAY, DEC. 11, AT UNIVERSITY
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MISSOULA-The School of Forestry of the University of Montana in Missoula will sponsor a one-day
symposium entitled "The Forest Acts Dilenuna" on Thursday, Dec. 11, at UM.

The purpose of the

symposium is to examine the Organic Act of 1897 and the Forest and Rangeland Renewable
Resources Planning Act of 1974, which conflict with each other on certain points.
Thursday's symposium is scheduled to be held in the 361 series rooms of the University
Center (UC) at UM, although the UC Ballroom has been reserved as an alternate location in
case a larger crowd than expected attends the symposium.
According to Leo K. Cummins, associate professor of forestry at UM, who is symposium
director, the speakers who will participate in Thursday's program are of national prominence
and leadership in their respective areas of forestry.
i L~ ortance

The symposium will be of special

to anyone involved with forest use and forest products.

Cow~enting

on other related symposiums on forestry, Cummins said, "The University of

California is planning to conduct several symposiums around the United States.

The symposium

at UM will be a forerunner to theirs."
Emphasis is to be placed upon commercial national forest lands during the two sessions
of Thursday's symposium on the Missoula campus.
A great deal of controversy as a result of the 'Monongahela Incident' has brought this
(UM symposium) to a head," Cummins said.

"Many people are getting upset over this forest

act s dilemma."

- more -
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The "Monongahela Incident" was a district court sununary judgment which enjoined the U.S.
from contracting for or otherwise allowing the cutting of timber in

Forest Service

the Monongahela National Forest of West Virginia in violation of the Organic Act of 1897.
The "Monongahela Incident" shows that there are a number of conflicts between the Organic
Act of 1897 and

~he

Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974.

Cummins said that, in general, the Organic Act of 1897 allows only the cutting of dead,
physiologically mature

large trees which have been hand-marked, whereas the Forest and
Planning
Rangeland Renewable Resources/Act of 1974 permits forest management practices such as cleara~d

cutting and other tree-removal

pra~tices

regardless of the age or condition of the trees,

"With the use of the 'Monongahela Incident' as a test case, the U.S. Congress can create
ne\V legislation on the controversial issue which could cause far-reaching and important
effects on the U.S. timber industry," Cummins said.
"Such an act could result in a continuing and adequate flow of timber nationwide for the
forest products industry," Cummins said.
and

decisio~s

"However, if the case is taken to the Supreme Court,

of the three district judges is upheld that the Organic Act of 1897 must be

applied nationwide, then U.S. Forest Service sales could be reduced by as much as 75 percent
nationwide.
"S.•.ch a rerluction could cause panic in the forest products industry," Cummins said.
Those inte:-ested in ai:tending the symposium may send the $10 registration fee to the
School of Forestry, University of Montana, Missoula, Mont. 59801.
payable to the "School of
Symposium

registratio~

Fore~ try,

Checks should be made

Montar,a."

will be at 8:10a.m. Thursday.

The morning sessioa of the symposium will feature a background of fundamental data,
actions and associated problems concerning the two forestry acts.

Gareth Moon, Missoula,

administrator of the Division of Forestry, Department of Natural Resources and Conservation,
who will serve as chairman of the morning session, will introduce speakers and topics at
9:05a.m. Dec. 11.

Speakers and various topics scheduled for the morning session include

the following:
- more

